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Back Channeling

http://todaysmeet.com/

Participate in discussion
– Ask / Respond to questions

– Post resources and comments2



“Just in Time” Information

@WisDPICCSS
@WisDPILit
@WisDPIMath
@WisDPITech



Our webpage:

http://commoncore.dpi.wi.gov/

http://commoncore.dpi.wi.gov/
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Connected Work
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmLElb7yHDU&feature=relmfu
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Disciplinary Literacy

Reading in the Content Area
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In Wisconsin. . .

. . .disciplinary literacy is defined as 
the confluence of content 
knowledge, experiences, and skills 
merged with the ability to read, 
write, listen, speak and think 
critically in a way that is meaningful 
within the context of a given field.  
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Content 
Knowledge, 
Experience, 

and Skills

Read, Write, 
Listen, Speak, 

and Think

Disciplinary Literacy
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Increasing Specialization 
of Literacy

Basic Literacy
Shanahan, Timothy and Cynthia Shanahan.  “Teaching Disciplinary Literacy to Adolescents: Rethinking Content-Area 
Literacy.” Harvard Educational Review. Vol. 78. No. 1. Spring 2008. Accessed 24 Jul. 2012. http://bit.ly/S-S2008 .   11

https://webmail.dpi.wi.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=eH4RPbYPeUeqZpKRvKTagVfQTfymPc9It04pv51rr_zziE3W7Vi6YAsVbD6Btm-urmvdtgrhFbQ.&URL=http://bit.ly/S-S2008
https://webmail.dpi.wi.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=eH4RPbYPeUeqZpKRvKTagVfQTfymPc9It04pv51rr_zziE3W7Vi6YAsVbD6Btm-urmvdtgrhFbQ.&URL=http://bit.ly/S-S2008
https://webmail.dpi.wi.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=eH4RPbYPeUeqZpKRvKTagVfQTfymPc9It04pv51rr_zziE3W7Vi6YAsVbD6Btm-urmvdtgrhFbQ.&URL=http://bit.ly/S-S2008


Increasing Specialization 
of Literacy

Intermediate 
Literacy

Basic Literacy

Shanahan, Timothy and Cynthia Shanahan.  “Teaching Disciplinary Literacy to Adolescents: Rethinking Content-Area 
Literacy.” Harvard Educational Review. Vol. 78. No. 1. Spring 2008. Accessed 24 Jul. 2012. http://bit.ly/S-S2008 .   12

https://webmail.dpi.wi.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=eH4RPbYPeUeqZpKRvKTagVfQTfymPc9It04pv51rr_zziE3W7Vi6YAsVbD6Btm-urmvdtgrhFbQ.&URL=http://bit.ly/S-S2008
https://webmail.dpi.wi.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=eH4RPbYPeUeqZpKRvKTagVfQTfymPc9It04pv51rr_zziE3W7Vi6YAsVbD6Btm-urmvdtgrhFbQ.&URL=http://bit.ly/S-S2008
https://webmail.dpi.wi.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=eH4RPbYPeUeqZpKRvKTagVfQTfymPc9It04pv51rr_zziE3W7Vi6YAsVbD6Btm-urmvdtgrhFbQ.&URL=http://bit.ly/S-S2008


Increasing Specialization 
of Literacy

Disciplinary 
Literacy

Intermediate 
Literacy

Basic Literacy

Shanahan, Timothy and Cynthia Shanahan.  “Teaching Disciplinary Literacy to Adolescents: Rethinking Content-Area 
Literacy.” Harvard Educational Review. Vol. 78. No. 1. Spring 2008. Accessed 24 Jul. 2012. http://bit.ly/S-S2008 .   13

https://webmail.dpi.wi.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=eH4RPbYPeUeqZpKRvKTagVfQTfymPc9It04pv51rr_zziE3W7Vi6YAsVbD6Btm-urmvdtgrhFbQ.&URL=http://bit.ly/S-S2008
https://webmail.dpi.wi.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=eH4RPbYPeUeqZpKRvKTagVfQTfymPc9It04pv51rr_zziE3W7Vi6YAsVbD6Btm-urmvdtgrhFbQ.&URL=http://bit.ly/S-S2008
https://webmail.dpi.wi.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=eH4RPbYPeUeqZpKRvKTagVfQTfymPc9It04pv51rr_zziE3W7Vi6YAsVbD6Btm-urmvdtgrhFbQ.&URL=http://bit.ly/S-S2008
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Generic Reading Strategies

Monitor comprehension

Pre-read

Set goals

Think about what one already knows

Ask questions

Make predictions

Test predictions against the text

Re-read

Summarize

Disciplinary-Specific Reading 
Strategies

Build prior knowledge

Build specialized vocabulary

Learn to deconstruct complex sentences

Use knowledge of text structures and genres to 
predict main and subordinate ideas

Map graphic (and mathematical) representations 
against explanations in the text

Pose discipline relevant questions

Compare claims and propositions across texts

Use norms for reasoning within the discipline (i.e., 
what counts as evidence) to evaluate claims



Disciplinary Literacy

“Literacy… becomes an essential aspect 

of disciplinary practice, rather than a set 

of strategies or tools brought into the 

disciplines to improve reading and writing 

of subject-matter texts.”                    

- Elizabeth Birr Moje

15

“Foregrounding the Disciplines in Secondary Literacy Teaching and 

Learning: A Call for Change.” Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy. 

Oct. 2008. 
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Performance Tasks

• Connected to:

– Educator Effectiveness

– Common Core State Standards

• College and career readiness through 
increased skill with informational texts

• Broadened definition of text

– UDL and RtI

– Smarter Balanced Assessment & ACT

17
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Danielson’s Framework for 
Educator Effectiveness



“Writing assessments aligned with the Standards should adhere 
to the distribution of writing purposes across grades outlined by 
NAEP.”

Range of Texts for Writing
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Text Selection

20





http://standards.dpi.wi.gov/

Begin with. . . THE STANDARDS



Common Core State Standards



Selecting Standards: 
Considerations

• Consult (or create) scope-and-
sequence

– What standards are taught when?

– What standards are taught together?

• Look across content areas

– What standards are being taught in social 
studies?

– What standards are being taught in ELA?

24



Social Studies English Language Arts

History (B.4.3):

Understand someone’s life  
(including their place in time and 
context and relationship to 
historical events) through 
biography, narrative, and folk tale.

Reading: 
—Identify key details, support 
thinking with evidence (RI.4.1)
—Compare and contrast first and 
secondhand account of an event 
(RI.4.6)

Writing:
—Informative/explanatory (W.4.2)
—Research process (W.4.6; W.4.7)

Speaking & Listening:
—Collaborative Discussion (SL.4.1)
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Guidelines for Creating 
Performance Tasks

Integrate knowledge and skills
across multiple content standards 
or strands within a content area 

Measure capacities such as depth 
of understanding, research skills, 

complex analysis, and 
identification/providing of relevant 

evidence 

Require student-initiated planning, 
management of information and 

ideas, interaction with other 
materials 

Require production of extended 
responses, such as oral 

presentations, exhibitions, and 
other scorable products, including 
more extended written responses, 
which might be revised and edited

Reflect a real-world task and/or 
scenario-based problem

Allow for multiple approaches
Represent content that is relevant 

and meaningful to students 

Allow for demonstration of 
important knowledge and skills, 

including those that address 21st-
century skills such as critically 

analyzing and synthesizing 
information presented in a variety 

of formats, media, etc. 

Require scoring that focuses on the 
essence of the task 

Be feasible for the 
school/classroom environment 

Adapted from Smarter Balanced Assessment’s Performance Task Specifications, April 16, 2012



Performance Task 
Sentence Frames

After reading/researching/listening/viewing 
_____________________________________ (texts), 
write/create/present___________________________ 
(product) for ________________________ (audience) 
that provides an/a explanation/argument/narrative 
___________________________________ (content) 
so that ______________________ (purpose/so what).



Performance Task 
Sentence Frames

After “reading” two print or digital sources 
(biographies, stories, narratives, and/or 
folktales), create a chapter for a class book 
that provides an explanation of someone’s 
life including placing them in time and 
context and explaining their relationship to 
important historical events, so that you can 
demonstrate your ability to use multiple 
sources to understand the significance of 
someone’s life. 



Common Core State Standards



Standards for Mathematical Practice

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others

4. Model with mathematics

5. Use appropriate tools strategically

5. Attend to precision

6. Look for and make use of structure

7. Look for and express regularity in repeated 
reasoning
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Performance Tasks

• Connected to:

– Educator Effectiveness

– Common Core State Standards

• College and career readiness through 
increased skill with informational texts

• Broadened definition of text

– UDL and RtI

– Smarter Balanced Assessment & ACT

32
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Danielson’s Framework for 
Educator Effectiveness



Access
content 

through texts 

Learn and use 
vocabulary
from the 
discipline

Talk about 
content from 
the discipline

Write about 
content from 
the discipline

Close Read

• Single 
Response

• Constructed 
Response

Smarter 
Balanced

• Reading

• English*

• Writing*

• *Indirectly

ACT
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Text Selection

What texts

do experts in 

your field 

read?



Close Reading

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dWYceSEPC-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRClI2q18Y


Close Reading

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dWYceSEPC-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRClI2q18Y


Introduction

• Purpose: Set students up for success 
without eliminating their need to read

39



Close Reading

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dWYceSEPC-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRClI2q18Y


Read

• Consider complexity of text

• Select instructional practice. Consider:

– Engagement

– Scaffolding

41



Close Reading

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dWYceSEPC-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRClI2q18Y


Annotations

43



Close Reading

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dWYceSEPC-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRClI2q18Y


Discussion

• Rehearse understanding

• Clarify points of confusion

45



Close Reading

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dWYceSEPC-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRClI2q18Y


Text-Dependent Questions

Text-dependent questions require students to 
return to the text to formulate responses.

47



Which of the following questions
require students to read the text 
closely?

1. If you were present at the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence, 
what would you do?

2. What are the reasons listed in the 
preamble for supporting their 
argument to separate from Great 
Britain?

48



1. If you were present at the 
signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, what 
would you do?

2. What are the reasons 
listed in the preamble for 

supporting their 
argument to separate 

from Great Britain?

49



Text-Dependent Questions

A progression 
of text-

dependent 
questions 
develops 

critical 
thinking.

50



Close Reading

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dWYceSEPC-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRClI2q18Y


Write

• Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research (W9)
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Let’s try it!!
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Application in 
Professional Learning  Communities

1. Select/identify standards

2. Create/identify performance task

3. Plan close reading

— Select texts

— Identify teaching practices

— Select student strategies

— Create writing prompts

54



Social Studies English Language Arts

History (B.4.3):

Understand someone’s life  
(including their place in time and 
context and relationship to 
historical events) through 
biography, narrative, and folk tale.

Reading: 
—Identify key details, support 
thinking with evidence (RI.4.1)
—Compare and contrast first and 
secondhand account of an event 
(RI.4.6)

Writing:
—Informative/explanatory (W.4.2)
—Research process (W.4.6; W.4.7)

Speaking & Listening:
—Collaborative Discussion (SL.4.1)
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Performance Task 
Sentence Frames

After “reading” two print or digital sources 
(biographies, stories, narratives, and/or 
folktales), create a chapter for a class book 
that provides an explanation of someone’s 
life including placing them in time and 
context and explaining their relationship to 
important historical events, so that you can 
demonstrate your ability to use multiple 
sources to understand the significance of 
someone’s life. 



Build the text set

• What are the big concepts in the 
content standard(s)?

• Match text(s) to concepts

• Broad definition of text

– Universal Design for Learning

57



Today’s Text Set:
Joshua Glover

1. Video: WI Biographies

– Repeated Readings

– Two Column Notes

2. Primary Source: Newspaper article 

– Read aloud/Think aloud

– Summary Frames

3. Biography: Badger Bios

– Cold read

– Text annotation
58
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Joshua Glover: Video

1. View with two-column notes to find 
sequence of events.

2. Discuss with a peer.

3. View with text-dependent questions.

4. Discuss with a peer.

5. Discuss with large group.

6. Write.

60
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Joshua Glover: News Article

1. Listen to read aloud/think aloud.

– Focus : vocabulary, big idea, vocabulary

2. Write with summary frame.

3. Discuss with a peer.

4. Discuss with large group (text-
dependent questions).

5. Write.

62
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Joshua Glover: Biography

1. Read independently.

2. Annotate thinking.

3. Discuss with a partner and complete 
event map.

4. Discuss with small group (text-
dependent questions).

5. Write.

64
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Last Step:

Write to Learn



Close Reading

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dWYceSEPC-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFRClI2q18Y


Check Ourselves

• How does work with the text set 
connect to standards important in the 
unit?

• How does work with the text set 
prepare students for success with the 
performance task?

67
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Application in 
Professional Learning  Communities

1. Select/identify standards

2. Create/identify performance task

3. Plan close reading

— Select texts

— Identify teaching practices

— Select student strategies

— Write text dependent questions

— Create writing prompts

69
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“Just in time” Information

@WisDPICCSS

@WisDPILit

@WisDPIMath

@WisDPITech



Contact Information

• Tamara Maxwell, ELA Consultant

608-266-3551

tamara.maxwell@dpi.wi.gov

• Barb Novak, Literacy Consultant

608-266-5181

barbara.novak@dpi.wi.gov
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